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Key areas families have asked for 
more information about:

 How the classes have been organised –
selection criteria

 Staff experience of teaching mixed year group 
classes

 Impact on future years 

 How will the curriculum be taught? 

 Impact on school routines, experiences etc. 



Why mixed year group classes?

 Our school 270 school places, representing 90 children in each 
year group (3 classes of 30 children).

 The number of children we have on roll from September 2025 is 
226.

 Therefore, we will have 44 empty spaces.

 School funding is calculated using a per pupil element which is 
approximately £5,500 per pupil.  With 44 empty places this 
represents a short fall of at least £242,000.

 We are not able to set deficit budgets and are expected to take 
measures to ensure this does not happen.

 Therefore, in September we cannot run three classes in each year 
group and have looked at how to organise our classes and 
subsequently the number of classes we have. 



Class lists:
 Class teachers spoke to the children about friendships and who 

they learn well with. This information from the children was 
combined with the knowledge of the class teachers to organise 
class lists. Key stage 1 will comprise 150 children: 67 Year 1 and 83 
year 2 pupils.

 The Year 2 children have been equally spread in terms of ability 
over 3 classes, with 30 children in two classes and 23 in the third.  
Friendships were a strong factor which was taken into account.

 7 of the Year 1 children will be moving into the class with the 23 
Year 2 children.  These children have been selected due to having 
strong characteristics of effective learning and friendships. Within 
the other Year 1 classes there will be children of a range of abilities 
and from all three classes.



Staffing:
 Each class will have a full time equivalent teacher.

 Each class in Key Stage 1 will have a learning support 
assistant in the mornings.

 Several members of staff have direct first hand experience of 
teaching mixed year group classes.  These include:

 Mrs Finlay – Key Stage 1 Leader and Scarlet class teacher who 
has previously taught in Year 3/2 and 4/3 classes.

 Mrs Duncan – Turquoise class teacher who has experience of 
teaching a mixed Year 2/1 class.

 Ms Riches – who previously taught a Year 2/1 class for 3 years 
and before joining Freegrounds was the Headteacher for 4 
years in a small village primary school where all classes were 
mixed year groups – Year R/1, Year 2/1, Year 4/3, Year 6/5.



 Maths and English leads – Mrs Finlay and Mrs 
Henderson

 Together they will ensure coverage of the key 
stage 1 curriculum for all, and ensure that all 
children continue to be challenged and 
supported according to their individual needs



Impact on Future Years

 We will need to mix year groups in the academic year 2026-
2027 as we will have 76 children in Year 1 and cannot run 3 
classes.  

 We have put an application in to the Official Schools 
Adjudicator to reduce our PAN for September 2026 frozen at 60.  
This has been accepted.  As a result of this from September 
2026 and in future years we will have two classes in each year 
group and do not plan to mix year groups.

 A family has asked about the impact on Freegrounds Junior 
School and if they would need to mix classes.  Freegrounds
Junior School are not limited to the Infant Class size cap of 30.  
As such they have more scope to be able to keep to one year 
group classes.



Curriculum principles:

 For many subjects the Key Stage One curriculum is not divided into 
Years 1 and 2; there is a programme of study to be completed over 
two years.

 Currently we have a curriculum overview for Year 1 and for Year 2

 For the next two years this will become Cycle A (for academic year 
2025-2026) and Cycle B (for academic year 2026-2027)

 We will follow Year 2 project themes e.g Florence Nightingale & 
Titanic in Cycle A and the Year 1 projects Great Fire of London, 
Saving the Environment in Cycle B

 Subject leaders will review the planning to ensure that the Year 2 
projects have activities to match the skills and knowledge that we 
need to deliver for both Year 1, and Year 2 pupils.

 This approach will be used for all Foundation Subjects i.e. History, 
Geography, R.E, Art, DT, Music, Computing.
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Example planning for Geography showing how the same 

lesson would be differentiated for Year 1 and Year 2 pupils.





Maths

 Both Years 1 and 2 pupils will follow the Hampshire Assessment 
Model.

 This model divides the Maths National Curriculum into six domains 
– number and place value, addition and subtraction, multiplication 
and division, fractions, geometry, measurement.

 Children then revisit each of these domains three or four times 
across the year.

 Mrs Finlay is reviewing the planning for Year 1 and Year 2 so that the 
whole class will be working on the same domain at the same time 
but at different levels. This is what happens in a straight year group 
class anyway due to the range of ability, therefore we will just need 
to extend the range of the activities which are planned.

 The class teacher will then ensure that all children had access to the 
support and resources appropriate to their level.



English

 Phonics will be taught in targeted groups across KS1 following the 
Pip and Pap scheme as is currently the case.

 During guided reading sessions children are grouped with children 
of the same reading ability and this will continue.

 Handwriting will be taught in mixed ability groups and is planned by 
stage of development anyway not age.

 Literacy lessons are based around a key text. For Cycle A we will use 
the Year 2 texts and for Cycle B the Year 1 texts

 Advice and models of mixed aged planning are available from HIAS, 
and Mrs Henderson and Miss Smith are already working to adapt 
our existing planning.
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Further questions that have been asked:

Q - Will the Year 2 children sit on a different table to the Year 1 children so the Year 1 children do not distract the 
Year 2 pupils?

A - Depending on the lesson the Year 1 children may be sat in groups with the Year 2 children or may be taught 
specifically as a Year 1 group if they need to be taught a specific Year 1 skill.  Either way the children joining 
Turquoise class have strong characteristics of effective learning and therefore if anyone is being distracted from 
their learning it is not likely to be the Year 1 children who are causing the distraction.

Q - Will the Year 1 children get to play with their Year 1 friends at playtime and lunchtime? 

( Please note since the presentation we have looked at lunchtime arrangements and this answer has been supplemented with an additional response following this).

A - All the Year 1 and Year 2 classes will go out to play at the same time during morning break.  We do have two 
lunch sittings in the lunch hall already at lunch time with two Year 1 classes joining the first sitting and one Year 1 
class joining the second sitting. It is not possible to accommodate all children in the hall at once. However, due to 
the number of children we have in Year R we will be able to offer the Year 1 children in Turquoise class the 
opportunity to either join the first or second sitting, depending on which friends they would like to play with.

Q- Will there be additional pastoral support for the Year 1 children in Turquoise class?

A - It is not envisaged that these children will need support, however, we are currently recruiting for a Social, 
Emotional and Mental Health Assistant, (a new role for our school), who will provide ELSA, TALA, Thrive activities 
and support children with the Empowerment Approach and this support will be available for all pupils.

Q - Will the children in Year 1 get to go on a school trip with their Year 1 friends?

A - Where all classes in Year 1 and 2 are learning the same projects all the children will get to go on the same school 
trip.  Where possible all 5 classes will go on the same day.  
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Further questions that have been asked:

Q – What is the plan for monitoring performance of the mixed year 1&2 class?

A The school already has a rigorous system for monitoring performance which includes lesson visits, talking to 
children, looking at children's work and analysing pupil attainment and progress data at key points during the year. 
Where mixed year group classes are new to Freegrounds this area is also on the School Improvement Plan and 
there will be governors linked to the class who will visit and monitor the progress of the children closely.

Q – Will the book bands remain the same for the mixed year 1 & 2 class?

A – Yes the book bands will remain the same.


