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are supported to become skillful and 

confident in their use of phonics for reading 

and writing, thus being able to access and 

enjoy all aspects of learning throughout 

rfcgp qafmmjgle,¬



G bmlªr pckck`cp fmu G

learned to read or 

write at school!

How will I be able to 

help at home?

G bgblªr jc_pl rm pc_b mp

write using phonics!

Why has the approach 

to reading and writing 

changed in schools?



So what actually 

IS phonics?

Phonics is understanding that 

groups of letters (graphemes) 

represent sounds (phonemes) 

®and vice versa.

Dmp cv_knjc* gl rfc umpb ©r_nª* wms fc_p rfc

sounds /t/ /a/ and /p/.

These sounds (phonemes) are represented by 

graphemes ®gl rfgq a_qc* rfc jcrrcpq ©rª* ©_ª _lb ©nª,



Synthetic phonics means breaking 

words down into the smallest units of 

sound. 

Dmp cv_knjc* gl rfc umpb ©`m_rª* wms

hear three sounds - /b/ / oa/, /t /.

Gl rfc umpb ©kckmpwª wms fc_p dgtc

sounds - /m/ /e/ /m/ /or/ / ee/. 

Gl rfc umpb ©qafmmjª wms fc_p dmsp

sounds - /s/ /k/ / oo/ /l/.

Bmlªr umppw _`msr rfc qncjjgleq wcr*

just think about the number of sounds

(phonemes) that you can break a word 

down into.



Rfc umpb ©rm_qrª f_q dmsp

phonemes - /t/ / oa/ /s/ /t/. 

It is represented by four 

graphemes, but has five 

letters.

Rfc umpb ©af_gpª f_q rum

phonemes - /ch/ /air/.

It is represented by two 

graphemes, but has five 

letters.

Rfc umpb ©qaps`ª a_l `c

broken down into five 

phonemes - /s/ /c/ /r/ /u/ 

/b/.

It is represented by five 

graphemes.

Rfc umpb ©k_gjª f_q rfpcc

phonemes - /m/ /ai/ /l/.

It is represented by three 

graphemes, but has four 

letters.

Rfc umpb ©qr_pª f_qthree 

phonemes - /s/ /t/ / ar /.

It is represented by three 

graphemes.



Rf_rªq pgefr

But you spell the word as ©nfmlgaqª,

In the English language, there are approximately 

44 different sounds (phonemes.)

But there are many, many different ways of writing 

these sounds (graphemes.)

Gl rfc umpb ©nfmlgaqª* wms fc_p

the sounds /f/ /o/ /n/ / i/ / k+s/.



Phonics teaching helps children to 

learn which graphemes to use, for 

each sound in a word (phoneme.)

This is called a grapheme-

phoneme correspondence. 

We teach each grapheme-phoneme 

correspondence in a set order, with 

simple correspondences coming first 

®such as the sound /s/ is spelt with 

rfc jcrrcp ©qª* mp rfc qmslb -k- a_l

`c qncjr ugrf rfc jcrrcp ©kª,



Children will learn that two letters can make 

one sound ( digraph ) ®qsaf _q ©_gª* ©_wª* ©eyª* gl

rfc umpbq ©q_gjª* ©q_wª mp ©epcwª,

Three letters can also make one sound 

( trigraph ), and sometimes four letters can 

make one sound ( quadgraph or tetragraph ).

Pupils then learn more complex 

grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences as they progress 

through the programme ®such as 

the sound /ai/ can be written in 

more than one way!



Children only learn to read and write 

words with the grapheme -phoneme 

correspondences that they have met so 

far. This is called a systematic phonics 

programme. 

We teach our phonics programme in a 

set order, increasing in difficulty as the 

phonics code becomes more complex.

Systematic, synthetic 

phonics teaching allows 

afgjbpcl rm ©ap_ai rfc ambcª

and unlock reading and 

spelling skills!



Weeeeee!







We know that words are all made up of phonemes

(sounds). In synthetic phonics , we think about the 

smallest units of sound in each word. It is important 

that children develop their phonemic awareness, by 

being able to orally segment words and break them 

down into individual phonemes. 

To orally segment , we say each 

individual phoneme (sound) in the 

word aloud, in order, then we blend

it back together.



Encourage children to count 

the number of phonemes

they hear in words. 

This will support them when 

we come to look at writing 

and spelling.

We encourage children to think 

about and discriminate 

between the different sounds 

(phonemes) they hear in the 

word. Which is the initial sound 

you hear? What is the medial

sound? What about the final

sound?





When reading print, we 

encourage children to put 

their finger below each 

grapheme, and to say the 

phoneme aloud, moving 

from left to right, following 

with their finger. We call 

rfgq ©qmslbgle msrª mp

©decodingª,

Decoding is when 

afgjbpcl ©umpi msrª fmu

to read a written word 

and to say it aloud.

We then encourage the 

child to blend the word 

back together, to then read 

the word aloud with speed 

and accuracy.

You may need to repeat the process, 

speeding up each time. In longer words, 

you may need to break the word down 

into syllables first, decoding each part in 

turn. 


